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ITI. Basic Concepts

“The 2nd Kawagoe City Internationalization Basic Plan” was drawn up, inheriting the
basic ideas of “The Kawagoe City Basic Plan for the Development of Individuals and
Community with an International Viewpoint,” and also ensuring consistency with
“The Third Kawagoe City Master Plan” which promotes cooperation between citizens

and city administration under simple and effective city management.

“The Third Kawagoe City Master Plan” proposed various policies in the spirit of “the

promotion of Multicultural Coexistence and International Exchange and Cooperation.”

Until now, each local government has promoted regional internationalization with
“International exchange” and “international cooperation” as the main pillars. However,
given the increasing number of foreign citizens caused by the advancement of
globalization and the continued, it is increasingly necessary to promote “multicultural

coexistence in the local community” as a main pillar.

The Japanese National Government formulated “The Plan for Multicultural
Coexistence Promotion in Local Community” in March 2006. This plan gives direction
to local governments for the systematic and comprehensive implementation
coexistence in their regions. Moreover, Saitama Prefecture formulated “The Saitama
Multicultural Society Promotion Plan” in December 2007, and actively promotes
multicultural society. The basic premise of the plan is outlined as follows: (1) Raise
foreign residents’ consciousness of their local area while supporting their
independence; (2) Create continual opportunities for foreign citizens and Japanese

citizens to cooperate and interact; and (3) Cooperating as a whole in the prefecture.

Based on the examples outlined above, Kawagoe City crafted “The Third Kawagoe
City Internationalization Basic Plan.” It inherits various internationalization policies
outlined in the national and prefectural plans, and focuses on the goal of realizing

multicultural coexistence.

From now on, Kawagoe City aims to create a society in which citizens from different
nationalities and ethnic backgrounds respect each other’s cultures, understand

customs and values, and work together to support our society.
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